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Sant Gadgebaba & His Social Reformation
Asst, Prof. A. N. Gawande

it Smt. K. G. M. Mv. Daryapur, Dist. Amravati (M.S.), Mob, 9527971701

_:ﬁ T ~ Sant Gadgebaba isknown 15 a famous social reformer who was bom in western Vidarbha
‘eir of Maharashtra state of India. His social life had been started from his native place numed
‘of Shendgaon in the district of Amravati. He established many charitable institutions which stands
::‘Yg - for shelter 1o numberless people and orphans even today, He did not go in any school or college

" for education but his experience in his own life had taught him whatkind of society was then, On
observing the wrong traditions which were camed out of superstition in the socicty he was
= -mch.-Ins b

carmng among

1St people as all of them were living in ignorance. His own relative was the victim of money
lender as the land was mortgaged for some money. The cheaters in the society were deceiving to
oo jlliterste and ignorant people. There was no trace of lewrning and education at that time. The
K‘ people were in their routine life facing the hardships notknowing what wes going on. So
gadgebaba appealed to the people o awake and to educate themselves and their children to bring
of out reformation in their life, Beng illiternte he conld understand the importance of education and
ow he dirccted the peaple in the same way. He showed the way to the peaple and enlightened their
hearts for education,
= Gadgebaba waskind hearted one from his childhood. [n the carly stage of his life he
A * realised that the society was under many misconceptions and the people were living in darkness.
s, The people were complelely ignorant about Wrong traditional riwals, blind belief. deceiving

money lending and other mul practices which were very harmful to the healthy growth of the
- Socicty. At that time he very strongly resolved not 1o live at his native place or at any one place

but 1o wander form place to place und to awake enlighten and onent the people. From that
moment selfless service to society has become the motto of his life and he worked throughout his
life for that cause. Beingkind by heart he felt very sorry for the poverty of the people. Almost ull
the society wus related with the work of larming and agnculture. This farming and agriculture
was the main protession and life caming source of the people at that tme. Dr. Babasaheh
Ambedkar and Sunt Gadgebaba were contemporary and they discussed the current issues und
Problems of the then society which were like harmful disease detertorating the health of the
society. Gadgehaba was henevolent und religious by his mind from his childhood. He used 10
help hix mather in her house wistk whatever i

Ot bad traditions and customs hich were

ar work might be. His zrowing mind ¢aught sight
curned hy the cheater in the society. Then he strongly
Wmed his mind towurds reformation. He thought that the method of narration was the best one 1o
dware the people. By this narrative method he used to tell the people what o do and what not 1o
do. Throughout his life Gadgebaba guided the society about to avoid animalkilling, dowry
System,  casticism, untouchability and cleanliness. The present Prime Minister of India
“fourable shri, Narendva Modi raised the tssue of cleanliness movement “swaccha Bharat
Abhiyan” throughout India. But Sunt Gadgebabu in his life volunteerily started this movement.
Used to sweep and clean the place wherever he went and then guided the people. He did not
¥ tell the people the importance of cleanlines but he himself cleaned the area where he went
nd told the people the importance cleanliness and how it is related with the health of the people.
G““&’Chabn used very simple and ¢asy language which struightly touched the heart of the people
' "gh he was not educated and away from any formal leaming yet his reformative language
- =~
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'wmmmmmrmhmhim Hchiml{diddrm-
importance which influenced the people to grest extent. The people never found such a Zround
level social teacher and guide who permanently made mark on their minds to bring out change
ormati their e s of the society angd
ion | ir life style. He v cleverly understood the weakness o) _
s od s e mnp‘l::yby narrative coethod el b e o i e eSOy
¥ e, Wis general and day to day touching languagc amon

them. Wherever he went he used 0 clean ang sweep the place ang Area at day times and o night
nearly 9. 00 pm, he would start hig narrative type of guidancekirtan And then the People used to
gather 1o listen ang hear him, He adopted this methnd of narration throughout his Jife 0 aware
the people, In the beginning very few people listened him but later on his fame wag Spread and ]
the people crowded towards him 1o hear hig narration. The main topic of his programme wag P
humanism and service of the society, 0

Gadgebaba told the People 1o awake from blind belief ang ot to discrimingte among
vurselves. We are a)] the children of e god und then we should not differentiate ope another's,
All the people are one and the same no one 15 superior or nferior. Al] yre cqual. We have 1o treat
everyone with the feeling of equality,. We have 1o adopt the humanitarign view while living in
this society, The Indian sociery was divided in large number of casgey. And this cagge Systemin o
OUr TOuntry is ong hurdle to unite all the People. So He rold the people to cradicate this caste
system and cregre g umted society, He tried to awire ) the illiterate. the poor, (he distressed and
all others how 1 Iivckucpmg In mind the practicy view of life, He poinged out the truth of the
rociety with s faults yng pointed out the solution on 1. The distressed people found rolias and
solution to theyr difficuities whenever they heard the speeches of Gadgebaba.

Gadgebaba Yery severely criticised the dowry system which wag Spread in the society due
{0 selfish nature of Mman. He was agains; this dowry on the occasion of Mmamage ceremony, He ,
equested the People that they should oy spend money o mamage occusion, Instead he ,_‘

“uggested them 1o Arrange the marrage wirh very less expenses o that both the parties would 1,0t
e m debt. He wag “agamnst the arficiy show or POmp of witness on the occasion of marriage
ceremony

in the same uy the people were YUPCESULIOUS i1 et day o day ife. They followeqd the
‘rong waditions whicl drew them owards dirkpess. The pegple war blind for thejr eligion ang

mlwmkmundmg. He appealed 1 the people 1o clean the place whers they were living, He
neel ed to Sweep the pluce wherever he went. He told the People there was no -, kind of
Bty wWork Jor Clearing the area. Because the dirty place js th
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pirtiness causes the pollution and this pollution creates many diseases. The people were ignorant
this effect of the dirtiness.
Gadgebaba pointed- out that il the people are the children of one God and 50

5 unwucbahility i5 in human. He used very simple lunguage to realise them that all people are
= qgual Further he said that the qualities of the people are the same. So we should not differcntiate
4 ..onc another. It is against humanity, He stressed this humanitarian view wherever he found any

int to reform the people he very eamestly told them. He did not only tell the people to reform

"' put himself adopted those ways and principles of humanity. He went to many places of
* - Maharashtra to bring out reformation in the life of the people. He established charitable

institutions of many places like Pandharpur, Nushik, Tryambakeshwar and Alandi and a many
other places. His intention wiss (o serve the people hecause service to man is service to Godd
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